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  Categories of Licences and Authorised Lay Ministries
Procedure for Licensing and Commissioning
(The duties at each level include the duties of all of categories below that level and shown on this page 

 i.e. Lay Readers include the duties of all levels.)
Parish Related Licences and Letters of Authority
	TITLE


	DUTIES
	HOW APPOINTED
(Subject to relevant Safe Ministry Checks) 
	TYPE OF RECOGNITION



	LAY READERS
	To conduct offices, assist in the Ministry of the Word and when required to preach and act as Liturgical Assistants, and such other duties as required.  Authorises lay members to ministry in their own local area. They may also minister in other areas of the Diocese if they are invited to do so by competent authority

Required to undertake studies and training, including at least two training sessions in a three-year synod cycle.

	The incumbent secures the approval of the Parish Council.  The name will be forwarded to a Lay Readers Chaplain who will make a recommendation to the Bishop.
	A Licence from the Bishop for the three years of the Synod cycle and renewed subject to the approval of the parish and training requirements being met.

The Lay Reader is to robe and wear the Diocesan Lay Readers' scarf when conducting offices or assisting in Holy Communion.

Licence to be presented at a Sunday service.

	PASTORAL ASSISTANTS
	As mature and respected men and women of the Parish, to be involved in various areas of ministry leadership and to work in close association with the incumbent.
	The Incumbent secures the approval of Parish Council.  Name sent to the Bishop.
	A Licence from the Bishop for the three years of the Synod cycle, renewable by mutual agreement from the Parish.  The Licence wording will list the specific tasks given to each Pastoral Assistant. Licence to be presented at a Sunday service.


	LITURGICAL ASSISTANTS
	To assist with the reading of services. If required, to administer the elements at services of Holy Communion.

	The Incumbent secures the approval of Parish Council.  Name sent to the Bishop.


	A letter of authorisation from the Bishop for the three year Synod cycle.  Robes to be worn.

	EUCHARISTIC ASSISTANTS
	To administer the elements at services of Holy Communion.
	The Incumbent secures the approval of Parish Council.  Name sent to the Bishop.
	A letter of authorisation from the Bishop for the three year Synod cycle.   Letter presented at a Sunday service.  Eucharistic Assistant not normally robed but may do so if the Incumbent wishes it.
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